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PFAS CONTAMINATION — STANLEY ROAD WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY 
773. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the minister representing the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to the perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination at the Stanley Road waste management 
facility run by the City of Bunbury and the Shire of Harvey that has resulted in commercial waste no longer being 
accepted at the facility. 
(1) On what date did the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation receive an auditor’s report that 

PFAS had been detected and was leaching into groundwater at the Stanley Road waste management facility? 
(2) From receipt of the auditor’s report, why did it take five weeks for DWER to classify the Stanley Road 

site as contaminated? 
(3) How far off site and to what geographical areas or locations has the PFAS plume extended from the 

Stanley Road facility? 
(4) At what rate is the plume moving and what mitigation strategies have been undertaken to impede its movement? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of the question. The following answer is provided on behalf 
of the Minister for Environment. 
(1) On 10 August 2021. 
(2) The site was already classified as possibly contaminated—investigation required. In line with due process, the 

reclassification of the site followed a comprehensive review by the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation of the mandatory auditor’s report and a consultation process with the Department of Health. 

(3)–(4) The Bunbury Harvey Regional Council has engaged consultants to determine the nature and extent of the 
plume. Investigations will be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Contaminated Sites 
Act 2003 and in line with the mandatory auditor’s report recommendations. The department has served 
an environmental protection notice on the operators of the landfill to address activities on site. I understand 
the department has taken a comprehensive regulatory approach by issuing an environmental protection 
notice, conducting site inspections and investigations, and by requiring the capping of the landfill in an 
expedited manner to minimise further pollution. Community engagement is being undertaken by the 
Bunbury Harvey Regional Council, as is appropriate. 
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